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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  4,294 
Population  5,540 
Mo.  of  separate  dwellings  occupied  2,278 
Rateable  Value  £234,732 
Product  of  Ip.  rate  £2,330 


Total 


Live  Births 


Legitimate  48 

Illegitimate  8 

Stillbirths  1 


92 


Male 

Female 

Rate  per  1,000 

— 

estimated  populatii 

19 

29 

10.1 

2 

6 

— 

1 

18 

(Rate  per  1,000 
total  births) 

46 

46 

16.6 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  ) 

sepsis  ) MIL 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  ) 


Infant  Mortality  (Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000  live  births) 


I-Iale  Female  Total 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  10  9 19 

Measles  (all  ages)  - - 

Whooping  Cough 

(all  ages)  „ _ _ 

Diarrhoea  (under 

2 37-ears)  - - - 
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Health  Area  Office, 
Launceston. 


To;  THE  CILiIPJilN  IJU)  COUHCILLORS  OP  THE  URBAN 
DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OP  BULE/STR/iTTON 

Mr.  Cliairnan,  Ladies  and  Gentlenon, 

I ha,ve  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Hea.lth  for  the  year  1971. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  3/'ear  show  a total  of  92  deaths, 
three  fewer  than  in  the  previous  year.  Live  Births  nunbered  56?  ccnp)ared  with 
51  in  1970.  In  spite  of  the  a.dversc-  balance  of  deaths  over  births,  the 
Registrar-General's  estinate  of  the  r.ud-year  population  - 5540  - showed 
an  increase  of  240  over  the  previous  year's  figure.  Heart  disease  once  again 
headed  the  list  of  causes  of  death,  followed  by  cancer  and  cerebrovasculo,r 
disease,  in  that  order.  There  were  no  infant  deaths,  but  one  stillbirth  was 
recorded. 

There  was  a snail  outbreak  of  neasles,  the  najoritjr  of  cases 
occurring  in  AT)ril  and  May,  but  otherwise  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease 
renainod  low. 

The  nost  inportant  natter  affecting  the  cnvironnontal  circunstances 
of  the  Urban  District  renains  the  question  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal. 

The  Council's  Consulting  Engineers  reported  to  the  Council  during  the  p/ear, 
and  their  reconnendation  is  for  a systen  of  sewage  dis'posal  by  long  sea 
outfall,  with  the  outfall  sited  out  to  sea  off  Sunnerleaze  Beach.  The  further 
investigations  entailed  by  thin  recoionendation  continued  during  the  year. 

An  engineering  schene  of  this  nagnitude  and  likely  cost  nust  ha.vo  full  and 
detailed  consideration,  and  this  must  bo  tine-consuroing.  The  si'fcuation  does 
not  beconc  any  loss  urgent,  however,  and  the  increasing  and  noro  voca,l  public 
interest  in  environmental  pollution  points  to  the  need  for  a defiiaitivo  schene 
at  the  earliest  possible  date, 

I nust  express  ny  thanJes  to  Mr,  Durston,  the  Council's  Senior  Public 
Health  Inspector,  for  the  valuable  assistance  ho  has  given  in  all  aspects  of 
our  work  together,  and  in  the  preparation  of  thds  report,  for  which  he  has 
supplied  the  bulk  of  the  inforno-tion  dealing  with  the  sanitary  circunstances 
of  the  District,  Qho  Council's  other  Departments  have  continued  their  willing 
co-operation.  I an  grateful  to  the  General  practitioners  of  the  District  for 
their  continued  co-operation. 

Once  again,  it  is  a pleasure  to  express  ny  appreciation  of  the 
help  and  encoujragenent  I have  received  from  the  Council,  and,  inparticular, 
from  the  Chaiman  and  nonbers  of  the  Itiblic  Health  Conniittee. 

I have  the  honour  to  be  , 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
mLLlIM  RATERS  ON 
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Natural and  Social  Conditions 

Area  (in  acres)  4; 294.  The  Urban  District  of  Bude/stratton  is  partly  a 
health  and  seeiside  resort  and  partly  agricultural  in  character.  It  is 
bounded  on  its  western  border  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  the  coast-line  in 
this  pa.rticular  part  of  North  Cornwall  running  almost  due  north  and  south, 

't'Jliilst  the  hinterland  is  undulating  and  hilly  in  character, 
contour  heights  seldom  rise  over  500  feet  and  this  no  doubt  is  in  part  the 
explanation  for  the  exceedingl3^  moderate  rainfall  figures  (average  annual 
rainfall  for  20  years  33.74")?  which  in  view  of  exposure  to  the  prevailing 
south  westerljr  winds,  night  be  expected  to  be  considerably  higher. 

Population  - The  Registrar  General  has  estimated  the  population  for  the 
mid-year  1971  to  be  5,540,  an  increase  of  240  on  the  previous  year.  In 
1971  there  were  56  births  and  92  deaths,  36  more  deaths  than  births. 

Deaths  - The  total  nixnber  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  District  for  the  year 
was  92,  compared  with  95  in  1970.  The  crude  death  rate  based  on  the 
nid-year  population  was  16,6,  compared  with  17.9  in  1970,  The  following 
to.ble  has  been  compiled  for  comparison  with  previous  years. 


Year 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Recorded  Rate 

1957 

87 

46 

41 

16.70 

1968 

95 

53 

42 

18.0 

1969 

79 

31 

48 

14.8 

1970 

95 

46 

49 

17.9 

1971 

92 

46 

46 

16.6 

In  order  to  compare  the  mortality  in  the  District  with  the  mortality 
for  England  and  vJales,  it  is  necessary  to  mdeo  a correction  to  allow 
for  the  difference  in  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  two  populations.  This 
is  done  by  appljring  to  the  crude  death  rate  of  the  District  an  "Area 
Comparability  factor"  which  has  been  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  as 
0,67  for  this  District. 


The  ytandardised  Death  Rate,  therefore, is  11.1  which  nay  be  compared 
^rith  that  of  11.6  for  England  and  Wales. 

Births . The  nrPbcr  of  live  births  assigned  to  this  District  was  56  compared 

weLth  51  in  1970.  The  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  is  10.1  When 
the  Registrar  General’s  Area  Comparability  Factor  for  births  (l.25)  is 
applied  to  this  figure,  the  Standardised  Birth  Rate  of  12.6  for  this  District 
compares  with  16,0  for  England  and  ’’’ales. 

Stillbirths  - There  was  one  stillbirth  during  1971. 

Illegitimate  Births  - There  were  eight  illegitimate  births  assigned  to  the 
District  during  the  year,  compared  with  five  in  1970.  Shown  as  a proportion 
of  the  total  number  of  live  births,  this  represents  14  per  cent. 
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Maternal  MortsJ.it.y  — Fo  naternal  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year. 
Infant  Mortality  - There  no  infant  death  in  1971. 

— Jj^^J^gAistics . It  is  important  that  too  much  weight  should  not 

be  attached  to  small  variations  in  those  rates  from  one  yea,r  to  another, 
particularly  where  relatively  snail  populations  aro  involved  - attention 
should  rather  be  paid  to  the  trend  of  these  rates  over  a rjeriod  of  years. 
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MORT.U.ITY  TABLE 


Classified  in  accordance  with  65  headings  based 
on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International 
Statistical  Clasification  of  Diseases,  Injuries 
and  Causes  of  Death.  1967. 

Cause  of  Death  Male  Fenale  Total 


Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  1 - 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus  2 - 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  “ 2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  6 2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  - 1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasm  2 4 

Meningitis  - 1 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  - 1 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  12  8 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  2 5 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  5 8 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  5 2 

Pneumonia  2 5 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  2 1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  2 - 

Peptic  Ulcer  2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  - 1 

Other  Diseases,  Gonito-Urinary  System  1 2 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  - 1 

All  Other  Accidents  2 2 
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2 

2 

8 

1 

6 

1 

1 

20 

7 

13 

7 
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3 
1 

4 


46 


92 


i/,i  rv 




'••H,  , .ruir.r  : voo:  ;;;j  h-^i-'U^ailO' 
.,.’--1  jiLl  \:  : -V-.x*!  hj:jsA.v:j^(idA  s^'^.r  r.'^ 
~i.o  i.’i : io.r'V .lO  .1;,;.;. 


, ^,..  r,;  r.v;  ^iv  '.1  Oc:'i-X  'xdxi;>C 

i:,; r.-:'::!!'  J ■' • '^-'O  , v't I.fo.jK 

:,7.!'.r;yf  .;.■;? rXl 

■■'.'jiiorr(''''T.':L  •,  'jiXiii-'-  riC.o.L'j,  :'' -•: ' -j 

■v'EiiO'XXi-  it’iS’  rlr  , -,'  jnr(ii'.  ;.ci j-i') 
:“:.;.oX;X-X,.X  J.ru:..i;.;;xi'rf[  ■!  ,uIj  0 

c,i;i:.rf;rcria  omo'idd 
os.c.^aiCI  H oixfsr.doal 
J 10  OfrTXoyi, -loiitO 

OcUaj':  i:Cr  ■:?  /’iiroo.'Tv  ^'id^ci'-oO 
irooxva  ■/'■:?■’■.[  LTC-XX  a V-  v^B  i’X  'r^oddO 

.■•,;:.!CK';0!::’fi'{  ' 
! ■;  u.;'f,B  Slj.’j  yS^.ortO'td. 
;.iO>tr.77  Y'toiov'  ’;Y'0;..Aa  'no  y :.c:o-jVt  ’’.'I  j.O!{u,C 

■'  .'i'viVry  ', '■xjr.'.'''i‘.'cX^ ' • < !" J.V., 0 ^ ‘i'-''.y<."r,r.  •-'.•!  iO!  'X-.i/-’i 

Y'hxoXxoo-L  '/Jo V ''.oJ'Od 
Ov  .{;j'0  xiA 


0-,i 


6 


GENERAL  . , PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
General  M edical  Services 

General  nedical  services  under  Part  IV  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946,  are  provided  by  medical  practitioners  resident  in 
the  district,  and  in  adjoining  districts , all  of  whom  \mdertal:e  maternity 
nedical  services. 


CovJity  Council  Services. 

I Health  Department,  The  County  Council  is  the  local  health 

authority  for  the  I'urposes  of  Fart  III  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946,  and  provides  the  following  services  in  the 
district 

(a)  I-Iidwifery  and  Home  Nursing.  Nurse-midwives  are  provided  to 
attend  general  nursing  and  midwifery  cases  in  the  home. 


(^)  Health  Visiting.  Health  Visitors  are  available  to  give  advice 
on  hea.lth  matters  in  the  hone  or  at  the  clinic.  Originally 
concerned  with  the  care  of  mothers  and  young  children,  which  is 
still  their  basic  function,  they  are  inci’easingly  concerned  with 
other  age  groups,  particularly  the  aged.  Some  health  visitors 
combine  this  work  xfith  general  nursing  and  midwifery.  All  act 
also  as  school  nurses. 


(c)  Dental  Clinic,  rrioritj/"  dental  treatment  for  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  and  pre-school  children  is  available  at  the 
Dental  Clinic  held  at  the  Castle,  Bude. 

(d)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation,  Facilities  for  vaccination 
against  smallpox  and  immunisation  against  diphtheria,  X'fhooping 
cough  and  tetanus  and  for  poliomyelitis  vaccination  are  provided 
by  the  supply  of  materials  to  the  famil3r  doctor,  or  at  school, 

in  the  case  of  reinforoing  doses. 

Vaccination  against  measles  is  now  provided  for  susceptible 
children  up  to  the  age  of  15  years  and  a limited  scheme  of 
vaccination  against  German  measles,  for  older  girls  of  secondary 
school  age,  has  been  introduced, 

(e)  Ambulance  Service,  A service  of  ambulances  for  the  conveyance 
of  sick,  accident  and  emergency  cases  is  provided.  For  sitting 
cases,  utilecon  sitting  case  vehicles  are  used.  I'lfhen  appropriate, 
some  such  cases  are  carried  by  the  Hospital  Car  Service,  a 
voluntary  organisation.  Day-to-day  administration  of  the  service 
is  carried,  out  from  ambulance  Control,  Bodmin. 

(f)  Prevention  of  Illness.  Care  and  After-care. 

A full-time  tuberculosis  health  visitor  is  provided  for  the  care 
and  after-care  of  tuberculous  persons.  District  nurses  are 
available  to  assist  in  the  home  treatment  of  such  persons  V7hen 
required  by  the  Chest  Physician  or  family  doctor. 
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Routine  tuberculin  testing  and,  if  necessary,  B.C.G.  vaccination 
(i.e.  vaccination  against  tuberculosis)  is  provided  for  senior 
school  children. 

Certain  special  investigations  are  carried  out  in  other  types 
of  illness  by  district  health  visitors,  while  health  education 
is  carried  out  by  the  County’s  medical  and  nursing  staff. 

71  Education  Department.  As  local  Education  Authority,  the  County 

Council  is  responsible  for  the  School  Health  Service,  which  provides 
the  following  t- 

Periodic  Iledical  Inspection  of  pupils 

Cleanliness  Surveys  of  pupils 

Dental  Inspection  and  treatment  of  pupils 

Ascertainment  of  handicapped  pupils  in  need  of  special  education 
Treatment  clinic  at  the  Castle,  Bude  ; 

Dental  Clinics  each  Tuesday  and  Friday 
Ctiild  Guidance,  by  arrangement. 

Ill  Social  Services  Department. 

The  Local  Authority  Social  Services  Act,  1970,  which  resulted 
from  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee  on  Local  Authority  and  Allied 
Personal  Services  (the  Seebohm  Report),  x^resented  to  Parliaiaent  in  1968, 
cane  into  full  operation  on  1st  Ai^ril,  1971.  This  Act  required  the 
County  Council  to  set  up  a Social  Services  Committee  and  axDpoint  a 
Director  of  Social  Services,  who  is  now  established  at  Old  County  Hall, 
Truro, 

The  Departnent  is  resi)onsible  for  the  following 

All  duties  formerly  carried  out  by  the  Children's  Departnent 
All  duties  fome-rly  carried  out  by  the  Mental  Health  and 
Welfare  Section  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Deijartment 
Family  casework  with  the  physically  and  nentally  disabled. 
Day  centres,  clubs,  adult  training  centres,  workshox^s 
and  residential  acconnodation  for  the  above. 

The  day  care  of  cliildron  imder  the  age  of  five  years, 
playgroups,  etc.  day  nurseries  and  clrLld  nindin^^:. 

The  care  of  unsupx''<orted  mothers,  including  residentiaJ 
care 

Home  Help  Seivice. 

The  Department  retains  a link  with  the  Health  Dexoartnent  in 
that  the  County  Medical  Officer  remains  Medical  Adviser  to  the  County 
Council,  including  the  Social  Services  Committee,  and  the  Deputy  County 
Medical  Officer  deals  v:ith  day-to-day  medical  matters  affecting  the 
Social  Services  Department. 

The  Social  Workers  for  the  District  work  from  the  Health  Area 
Office,  Launceston.  The  Social  Worker  for  Child  Care  works  from 
Hendra,  DunJieved  Road,  Launceston, 
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Hospital  Services 

The  South  Western  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  the  hospital 
authority  for  the  area. 

Stra.tton  Cottage  Hospital  provides  in-patient  and  out-patient 
facilities  in  the  district.  Patients  are  refei-red  also  to  hospitals  in 
Fl3naouth  and  elsewhere.  Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  admitted  to 
the  Scott  Hospital,  Plymouth,  and  tuberculosis  patients  to  Did^jorthy 
Hospital  or  Tehidy  Chest  Hospital,  Mental  hospital  accomodation  is 
provided  by  St.  Lawrence's  Hospital  and  Laninval  House,  Bodnin  and 
I'loorfields  Hospital,  Ivybridge,  ©evon. 

An  Orthopaedic  Clinic  is  held  x^eekly  at  Stratton  Hospital,  Bude, 
a.nd  a Physiotherapy  Clinic  at  Dawfield  Hospital,  Holsworthy.  The  Chest 
Clinic  is  held  at  Stratton  Hospital.  An  Oiphthalnic  Clinic  for  school  and 
pre-school  children  is  held  periodically  at  the  Castle,  Bude.  A Specialist 
iinte-Hatal  Clinic  is  held  in  Launceston  each  week. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

These  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  at  Exetei  and 
Pljniouth,  to  which  specimens  for  bacteriological  examination  are  submitted. 
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SMITARY  CIRCU^]STMCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

WATER  SUPPLIES.  The  District  Water  Undertaking  is  now  under  the  control 
of  the  North  Devon  Water  Board. 

The  extension  of  the  main  from  Inch's  Shop  to  the  hamlet  of  Bush, 
a length  of  approximately  900  yards,  was  completed  by  the  beginning  of  the 
year.  Some  65  x^operties  now  have  a piped  water  supply  for  the  first  time. 
This  hc,s  obviated  the  necessity  to  convej’"  water  to  Bush  in  milk  churns  as 
was  the  practice  previously. 

The  Board  has  continued  the  practice  of  stabilising  the  jDressures 
in  the  low-lying  parts  of  the  District  by  the  use  of  a pressure  reducing 
valve  at  Hillhead,  near  the  storage  reservoir.  This  practice  ho,s  obviated 
large  fluctations  of  Treasure  in  the  town  of  Bude,  with  a consequent 
reduction  in  wastage  from  ball-valves  and  similar  fittings. 

In  general  the  District  has  exj-jerienced  no  major  difficulties  from 
shortage  of  supply,  despite  a drier  than  average  summer.  The  supplementary 
supply  coning  into  the  District  via  the  new  Inch's  Shop  main  has  undoubtedly 
assisted  in  this  connection. 

Routine  sampling  for  bacteriological  examination  is  carried  out  by 
Officers  of  the  North  Devon  Water  Board,  with  occasional  check  sam/ples 
by  the  Council's  lublic  Health  Inspector.  Some  difficulty  was  experienced 
\fith  the  water  supply  during  late  Spring  and  early  Suraner  of  the  year  under 
revievr.  Bacteriological  samples  were  not  up  to  the  usual  standard  and  there 
were  comx:laints  regarding  the  taste  and  smell  of  the  water.  A sample  was 
taken  for  chemical  analysis,  and  the  result  established  the  xoresence  of  large 
quantities  of  colloidal  humus.  Steias  were  taken  by  the  North  Devon  Water 
Board  to  rectify  the  situation,  and  subsequent  reports  on  bacteriological 
samples  were  quite  satisfactory. 

Summary  of  bacteriological  reports 
Tap  water  samples  (Filtered  and  chlorinated) 

ClaSo  1 Class  2 Class  3 Class  4 
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SmRAGE  MD  ..  SH'^AGE  DISPOSAL 

The  scheme  for  the  improvement  of  the  sewerage  of  BudCj  and  of 
the  method  of  sewage  disposal,  continued  to  receive  consideration  during 
the  year.  The  existing  facilities  are  being  subjected  to  increasing  pressure 
due  to  continuing  residential  development  within  the  District,  a position  which  is 
further  aggravated  by  the  fact  that  the  sewage  of  Stratton  now  disch<o,rges  into 
the  Eude  system.  Certain  minor  schemes  for  the  separation  of  surfe.ce  and  storm 
water  from  existing  combined  sewers  have  beencari’ied  out,  and  these  have  brought 
about  a considerable  alleviation  of  the  present  position. 

The  Consulting  Engineers  presented  their  report  to  the  Council  during 
the  year.  After  a full  consideration  of  the  previous  findings,  this  recormaended 
he  d-'sposal  of  the  sewage  by  means  of  a long  sea  outfall,  with  the  outfall 
situated  off  Summerleaze  Beach,  and  recommended  further  investigations  before 
a final  decision  could  be  talcen.  These  investigations  continued  during  the  year, 
but  no  details  of  the  complete  scheme  had  been  submitted  by  the  end  of  the  year, 
I-rhatever  the  final  decision,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  willbe  reached  quickly, 

PREVETATION  OF  DAI^GE  BY  BESTS  ACT,  1949. 

The  new  Rodent  Operator,  who  took  over  from  the  previous  Operator 
on  his  retirement,  has  given  very  satisfactory  service,  and  the  District 
continues  to  enjoy  considerable  freedom  from  infestation. 

During  the  yeer  the  now  Operator  conducted  a test  baiting  of  the 
sewerage  sj^tems,  with  particular  emphasis  on  the  sewers  of  the  nexir  estates 
which  have  developed  in  recent  years.  Very  little  Infestation  was  found. 

In  addition  to  the  treatment  of  the  sewerage  S3^tems,  all  other 
Coiincil  properties  have  received  surveys,  and  treatments  where  necessary, 
as  have  private  and  business  p^i’emises. 


MOV'EABLE  DTJELLIITGS 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act.  I960. 

Th'^re  are  at  present  in  the  District  the  following  licensed  sites 

(a)  A small  holiday  site  for  4 caravans,  and  for  tented  accormaedation 

at  Bush. 

(b)  A holiday  site  for  30  caravans  and  75  tents  at  L3n.istone  Earn. 

(c)  A residential  site  for  15  caravans  at  Maer  Farm. 

(d)  A holiday  site  for  185  caravans,  and  for  tonted  accommodation 

at  Grenville  Gate, 

Of  these  sites,  all  but  the  first  arc  provided  xfith  flush  sanitation 
and  main  water  supply.  As  the  first  is  very  small,  and  in  a comparatively 
isolated  area,  the  existing  chemAcal  closets  were  considered  sufficient. 

All  of  the  other  sites  now  comply  with  the  Ilinistry's  Model  Stajidards, 
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The  owner  of  site  (d)  has  subnitted  proposals  for  the 
substitution  of  two  b5.ocks  of  pernanent  chalots  in  place  of  sono  of  the 
older  caravans.  This  proposal  had  received  planning  pornission  and  it 
was  hoped  that  work  on  the  proposal  would  start  during  the  close  season^ 

Taking  the  season  as  a whole  the  weather  was  very  suitable  for 
empingj  and  indeed  for  all  holidayaakers.  As  a consequence  canping  sites  were 
filled  to  capacity,  and  there  was  a narked  increase  in  tented  canping. 

Spealcing  gonerallj?',  the  operators  of  licensed  sites  continue  to 
exhibit ^ great  keenness  to  maintain  high  standards,  both  in  the  provision  of 
faciliuies,  and  in  the  genera.l  standard  of  cleanliness  and  hygiene. 

Collection  of  refuse  is  carried  out  on  site  by  the  site  operators, 
nucla  of ^ the  conbustible  refuse  being  burnt  innedi  ately.  The  ronaindor  of  the 
refuse  is  collected  by  the  Council's  refuse  lorry  at  tines  of  collection 
nomaj  to  the  respective  sites.  An  exception  occurs  at  site  (d),  where  the 
operator  conveys  his  refuse,  collected  in  paper  sacks,  to  the  refuse  tip  in 
his  o‘vrn  vehicles. 


During  the  season  there  was  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  casual 
camping,  but  this  was  largely  spasmodic,  and  no  serious  nuisances  occurred, 

PUBLIC  CLMSIHG 

The  Cornwall  County  Council  control  most  of  the  roads  in  the  district, 
but  the  work  of  street  cleansing  is  carried  out  mainly  by  the  staff  of  the 
Urban  District  Council. 

S1.S  reported  last  year , the  method  of  d-isposal  of  domestic  refuse 
continues  to  be  by  moans  of  burning  the  refuse  on  the  face  of  the  existing  tip. 
This  sj-sten  continues  to  work  very  well,  and  the  rodent  and  fly  infestation 
has  been  considerably  reduced.  In  addition,  the  available  space  for  tipping 
IS  decreasing  very  slowly  indeed. 

The  collection  vehicle  in  current  use  is  a Dennis  "Paxit"  Series  IIC 
refuse  collection  veliicle,  of  24  cubic  yards  capacity,  with  intermittent 
compression  loading. 

The  slightly  larger  overall  dimensions  of  the  vehicle  have 
necessitc,tod  some  slight  adjustments  to  the  collection  rounds,  whore  the 
reu,uced  nanoeuverability  "was  a hand.acap,  but  housohold.ers  have  co-opera.ted 
^d  a satisfactory  compromise  has  been  reached.  On  the  credit  side,  the 
increased  capacity  of  the  vehicle,  and  its  more  efficient  compression  have 
reduced  the  jonrneys  to  the  tipping  area,  on  the  average  by  one  trip  a day, 

UATIOIklL  ASSISOLiUCR  APT 
Section  47  - No  action 


Section  50 


No  action 
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HOUSING 

During  the  yer.r  the  Berries  Avenue  Development  was  continued,  and 
hy  the  end  of  the  year,  21  houses  wore  completed  and  occupied,  and  a further 
19  were  under  constructione  The  number  of  applications  submitted  when 
any  existing  accommodation  becomes  available  for  letting  indicates  that 
there  is  still  a considera.ble  demand  for  this  type  of  accomraodation.  In  an 
area  where  the  average  xireekly  wage  is  very  low,  the  Council  are  faced  with  the 
problem  of  Tn'oviding  accommodation  of  a type  which  is  within  the  means  of 
those  who  need  it.  Discussions  have  talcenplace  on  the  advisability  of 
adjusting  the  rents  of  existing  properties,  wMch  are  relatively  low, 
to  bolster  the  rents  of  any  new  houses  v;hich  nay  be  built. 

The  slum  problem  is  not  a serious  one  numerically  in  the  District, 
most  \infit  properfies  being  dealt  with  individually  when  existing  Council 
accommodation  becomes  available  for  ro-housing  the  tenants.  During  the  past 
few  years,  the  position  has  also  been  eased  by  the  improvement  of  nanj'"  of  the 
older  houses  either  privately,  or  by  means  of  standard  and  discretionary 
improvement  grants  which  tho  Council  -is  prepanod  to  allocate  in  apprepriate 
. canesc  The  situation  would  be  further  helped  if 

the  Council  were  to  x^rovide  a limited  number  of  houses  for  I'chousing  tenants 
in  xmfit  properties. 

In  programming  the  future  housing  requirements  of  the  District,  the 
Council  has  very  much  in  mind,  not  only  the  requirements  of  the  loca.l 
inliabita,nts , but  also  the  possible  demands  of  personnel  brought  into  the 
District  with  the  development  of  light  industry  and  a Government  undertaking, 
a development  which  appears  to  be  imminent,  and  has,  in  fact,  alrea-dy  started 
to  a limited  degree. 


The  Council's  scheme  for  tho  provision  of  land  for  private 
residential  development,  as  an  extension  to  the  Hawthorne  Avenue/Manor  Road 
private  development  has  progressed  no  further.  However , other  private 
development  sites  have  progressed  and  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  repiort 
an  increas^^  in  the  number  of  private  houses  complied  during  tho  year. 

Comparative  table  of  private  housing  development 


1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

Houses  completed  during  the  year 

47 

37 

46 

60 

Houses  being  erected  at  end  of  year 

36 

34 

30 

35 
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INSPECTION  , MID  SUI’ERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Food  Frenis es  rjid  Clean  Food 

The  nunber  and  types  of  prenisos  in  the  District  are 


Grocers 

t • • •c*  •« 

Restaurants  and  hotel  kitchens 
Bakers  and  Confectioners 
Butchers 
Dairies 

Ice-crean  dealers 
Boarding  houses 
Greengrocers 
School  canteens  , . . 

No,  of  inspections  of  registered  food  prenisos 

fo,  of  inspections  of  other  food  prenises 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 


12 

45 

5 

5 

5 

25 

55 

10 

3 


, 87 
129 


a T ? District  whore  the  most  important  industry,  at  the  moment,  is 
the  holiday  industry,  the  seasonal  character  of  the  demands  upon  the  catering 
industry  is  its  greatest  problem.  Largely  almost  at  a standstill  durinm  the 
winter  ^onchs,  in  the  holiday  season  it  is  subjected  to  considerable  pressures 

season  progresses.  These  pressures,  togetber 
with  t-.e  largely  transient  staffs  which  are  available,  create  - roblcns  which 
though  not  unique,  are  certainly  not  felt  to  any  comparable  extent  in  the 
cen  res  o_  large  population.  Education  in  hygienic  methods  of  food  handling 
in  lecture  form,  which  could  only  take  place  in  the  off-season,  has  by  then 
lost  nuen  of  its  interest  for  personnel  who  have  found  other  employment,  and 
perhaps ^ may  not  return  to  the  catering  trade.  In  addition  much  imnorted 
labour  is  employed,  and  is  likely  to  have  left  the  District  during" the  close 
season;  this  is  particularly  true  of  key  personnel, 

Eowc-ver,  the  Department  does  feel  that  prevention  is  better  than  cure 
^d  inspection-s  and  advisory  visits  arc  an  important  part  of  the  work  of  the  year. 
Suen  visits  have  indicated  that  the  larger  the  establishment  the  more  vigilance 
IS  neeaed.  ^iis  is,  no  doubt,  in  part  explained  by  the  relative  remoteness 
01  management  staffs  in  such  establishments.  In  spite  of  these  difficulties, 
general,  gcoa  standards  are  maintained,  and  in  oth..r  cases  informal  comment 
end  advice  have  been  generally  acceptable  to  management  staffs;  no  forma.l 
action  has  been  necessa.ry. 


1 n 


Milk 


Brucella  Abortus 


^ arrangement  with  the  County  Medical  Officer,  samples  of  raw 
^ Froducor-rctailers  in  the  area  are  taken  by  the  County  Public 

xxealth  Inspector,  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratorv,  Truro  for 
examnation.  Bulk  samples  are  first  subjected  to  the  Milk  Ring  Test,  and 

individual  cox^s  in  the  herd  are  submitted  for 

culture  for  orucella  abortus. 
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cows  i«Jl^ldual 

(i)  Nunbor  of  sajiples  of  raw  nilk  exanined  15 

(ii)  Nunbor  of  positive  samples  found  jjil 

Meat  Ins pe c t i on 


^Towards  the ^ end  of  I970  the  Bude  tniolesale  Heat  Company 
pui'chasea^tne  abattoir  at  Hatherlcigh  in  Devon  and  all  business 
was  trojisxerred  to  those  prenises  in  December,  1970.  At  the  sane 
tine  the  nude  Slauo-hterhouso  x^as  closed  and  has  so  remained  ever  since. 

Disposal  of  condemned  neat  and  other  foods 

Condemned  neat,  both  from  the  slaughterhouse  and  butchers*  sbons 


buried. 


Tinned  and  similar  goods  are  taken  to  the  Council's  refuse  tip  and 


(Meat  Treatment)  Rogulati ons.  1059. 

Virtually,  since  the  coning  into  force  of  the  Heat  Treatment 
R.jnations  there  have  been  no  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  x^ithin  the 

Hoxrover,  in  Hay  of  the  year  under  rcviexf,  a new  factory  was  occupied 

°P-atod  iron 


The  remainder  of  the  ice  cream  sold  retail 
is  nanuf a.cturod  by  one  other  Cornish  company  and  by 
operate  from  outside  the  district. 


within  the  district 
nationally  Icnoxini  firns 


X\rho 


Sa^plin^  of  ice  creon  x/as  resumed  during  the  season.  The  gonorol 
" 3t_^dard  of  results  was  satisfactory,  but  there  were  a numben  o^  low 

Difiiculty  X7as  experienced  in  getting  samples  to  the  laboratory 
penoe,  and  this  together  with  the  hot  weather,  probably 
onuributod  uo  the  number  of  lox-rcr  grade  samples  recorded.  Later  in  the 
season  the  use  of  public  transport  xnas  discontinued,  and  samules  wore  tm^en  to 
tdi^^xaooratory  direct.  'iTnon  this  practice  was  adopted  the  standard  of  the 
sa.^.los  rose  dramatically.  A table  of  results  is  appended  below. 


_oD_RGsults  of  Samples  - 1971 


Provisional  jlethylene  Blue  Test 


Grade  1 
Grade  2 
Grade  3 
Grade  4 


47,06^ 

21.06fo 

16,47^ 

9.4^ 
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1. 

2. 


5. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

n 

I . 

8. 

9, 

10. 

11. 

12. 

15. 


FACTORIES  ACT-  1961 


£lassified_lisl  of  factories  as  at  51st  Decenberj^  l^Tl 
Ilaturo  of  ep^lLo^ei^  Power  Non-^oower 


Food  nanufacture 
Wearing  apparel 
(a)  Boots  and  shoes 
(h)  Outfitting 

Carpentry,  Joinery  and  saw  mills 

Garages  repair  shops  and  engineers 

Laundries 

Gas  works 

Monumental  masons 

Plumbers 

Dairies 

Photography 

Printing  works 

Electrical  engineers 

Cabinet  makers  and  upholsterers 


5 

5 
1 

6 

15 

1 


5 

2 

2 


1 

2 


1 

2 


Prescribed  Particulars  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961,  are  attached 
^ an  appendix  to  this  report  in  accordance  with  Circular  l/60  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health.  ' 


Summary  of  Public  xlealth  Insnoctor*s  insnecti ons etc. 


This  is  shown  in  Table  IV,  page  20 
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PREVAIMCE  OF.  AM)  _C q\T^L_OTO^ JTO  AW  OTHER  DISEASES  „ 

The  infectious  diseases  which  are  statutoril3r  notifiable  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  are  the  following  Cholera,  plague,  relapsing 
fever,  typhus,  snallpox,  acute  encephalitis,  acute  neningitis,  p.cute 
poliomyelitis,  anthrax,  aiioebic  dysentery,  bacillarjr  dysentery,  diphtheria, 
infective  jaundice,  leprosy,  loptospiresis ,inialaria,  measles,  ophthalmia 
neonc..toru:e,  paratyphoid  fever,  typhoid  fever,  scarlet  fever,  tetanus, 
tuberculosis,  whooping  cough,  yellow  fever  and  food  poisoning. 

The  monthly  incidence  of  infectious  disease  is  shown  in  Table  III. 
Smallpox.  Ho  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

j-he  Department  of  Ileal uh  and  Social  Security,  a.fter  considering  the 
advice  of  its  expert  Joint  Comittee  on  Vaccination  and  Imiiuniscation,  decided 
during  the  yea.r  to  alandon  the  practice  of  routine  va.ccination  against  smallpox 
in  inf^j2C3^  and  early  childhood,  and  advised  Health  Authorities  a,nd  doctors 
accoraingl3r.  This  decision  was  based  on  the  remarkable  progress  which  has  been 
made  by  tne  World  nealth  Organisation  in  its  snallpox  eradication  programme. 

'piis  has  been  so  successful  that  the  chances  of  the  introduction  of  snallpox 
into  Britain  have  substantially  diminished  and  arc  likely  to  continue 
to  lessen  with  the  further  progress  of  the  eradication  campaign.  The  British 
public^  are,  therefore,  far  less  likely  !(■>  no  exposed  to  the  risk  of  this 
infection  than  ever  before,  and  the  risk  of  contreacting  the  disease  is  now 
considered  to  be  less  than  the  risk  of  complications  from  vaccination, 
although  this  risk  is  very  small. 

Tills  decision  affects  routine  infant  vaccination  only.  Tlie  protective 
valLue  ox  successful  vaccination  to  the  individual  is  so  high  that  va.ccination 
and  revaccinatioii  will  continue  to  bo  offered  to  hea.lth  service  staff  — doctors 
nurses,  puolic  healt.i  staff  .and  a.mbulance  V7orkers,  and  also  to  travellers  to 
and  from  areas  of  the  world  where  smallpox  still  exists. 


diphtheria.  Ho  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  during  the  year.  321  children 
in  the  jioalth  Area  received  a complete  course  of  immunisation  during  the  year, 
the  triple  antigen  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  being  used 
in^all  cases,  359  children  received  reinforcing  injections,  the  diphtheria.- 
tetanus  vaccine  being  used  in  these  cases. 


roliom3^e-litis . ITo  cane  of  this  infection  was  notified  during  the  year,  in 
the  course  of  wnich  341  persons  in  the  Health  Aroca  received  a complete  course 
of  oral  vaccination,  and  a further  373  a reinforcing  doso. 

^^o oping  Coiipn.  Three  cases  of  Tfhooping  cough  were  notified  during  the  yen.r. 

Measles.^  Forty— tiiree  cases  of  this  disea.se  were  notified  during  the  year, 
more  than  half  of  the  cases  occurring  in  April, 

Vaccination  against  measles  has  now  talcen  its  place  as  one  of  the 
protective  ^rrccedures  in  the  schedule  of  infant  vaccination,  and  is 
oj-fercH.  during  the  second  year  of  life,  usually  following  the  completion  of 
diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  and  poliomyelitis  vaccination  courses 
at  the  age  of  one  year.  It  continues  to  be  available  also  for  older  cliildren 
who  have  not  already  had  this  protection,  or  suffered  from  the  infection. 
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Moaslos  (contd.) 

During  tho  year,  517  children  wore  vaccinated  against  the  disease  in 
the  whole  of  the  Health  Area, 

Acute  Meningitis.  Ho  cases  of  this  diesase  were  notified  during  tho  year, 
hut  one  death  fron  this  cause  was  recorded.  This  was  an  adult, ^and  tho 
doc-th  occurred  in  hospital  out  of  the  district,  Tho  cause  was  certified  by 
tile  coroner  after  a post-riorten. 

_^_oisoning.  No  cases  were  notified  during  1971. 


Tuberculosis 


Pul._ 

Males 

. ™ Hon-Pul. 

Penal  es 

Pul, 

Hon-Ful. 

Cases  on  Register 

31.12.70 

6 

4 

Ho. of  cases  notified 
during  the  year 

1 

Cases  restored 

Inward  Transfers 

_ 

Cases  renoved 

- 

Total  on  Register 

31.12.71 

6 

2 

4 

1 

B,C.G-.  Vaccination  continues  to  bo  offered  to  all  susceptible 
contacts  of  known  cases,  nost  of  whon  avail  thenselves  of  this  protocticn. 

The  schene  for  B.C.G,  Vaccinatinn  of  susceptible  senior  school 
children  wa^  continued  by  the  County  Council  during  the  year,  again  with  a 
good  response. 


0-ItIER  DISEASES 


£ancer  of^the  Lung.  During  1971,  there  were  ten  nale  and  nine  fenalo  deaths 
j.ron  a.11  foivis  oj.  cancer,  Siz  nale  and  two  feuale  deaths  were  due  to 
cancer  of  the  lung.  The  total  of  deaths  fron  this  cause  since  19''i-9  is  45 
node  and  16  fenale  deaths.  During  the  sane  period,  there  have  been  151 
nale  and  I65  fenale  deaths  fron  all  fon-is  of  cancer, 

£an^pp_of  the  CqtvJ^  The  County  Council’s  Cervical  Cytology  Clinic  at 
Launceston  continued  to  operate  during  the  year, 

'.vonen  betT^cen  the  ages  of  50  and  55  years  are  accepted  for  this  forn 
of  esaziination.  ^The  clinic  at  Launceston  serves  the  whole  of  the  licodth  Area 
^d  beyond.  ^ During  the  year,  655  specinens  were  subnittod  to  the  laboratory. 

^ho^  cases  of  the  pro— cancerous  stage  of  tho  disoG.se  were  discovered,  and  c. 
nunoor  ox  nincr  conditions  were  identified.  The  patient's  general  practitioner 
receives  a copy  of  the  laboratory  report,  and  arranges  for  api'rop-riate  troatnont. 
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The  national  schene  for  the  conduct  of  this  fo-^^  of  invostis-ati  on 
envise«o.  tho  rerotltlon  of  thio  typo  of  tost  for  each  IndlviSS  afS^  ™ 
interval  Of  five  years.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  a start  was  nadc 
in  rocallin,s  tnose  wonen  who  had  token  advantage  of  the  schene  at  its 
bccrinninG,^but  the  nunber  so  tested  was  snail,  largely  owing  to  the  fact 

that  very  ic-w  tests  could  be  carried  out  xcLth  the  linited  laboratory  facilities 
available  when  the  clinic  was  started.  lac.i^tics 


The  Ce^ical  Cjrtology  Clinic  at  Stratton  Ilosyital  continued  to 

°i^''thr  independent  of  the  County  Council's  arrongenen^ 

<-11^  the  iiguies  above  refer  only  to  the  County  Council’s  clinic 
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WiELE IV 


of  Public  Health  Ins'oector^s  In.qppr^-hi  nna 


Descri'ption 


Drainage 

Keeping  of  aninals 

Swill  boiling 

Public  conveniences 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal 

Rodent  and  pest  control 

Infectious  diseases 

Petroleun  Acts 

C onplaints 

House  inspections 

Local  Authority  housing  inspections 
Inprovenent  Grants 

Rent  Acts  and  Housing  Act  1969.  S,45 

Canp  Sites 

Factories 

Offices  Shops  and  Railway  Prenises  Act 
Meat  inspection 
Poodshops 
Bakehous  es 

Pood  preparation  prenises 
Ice-crean  sanpling 
Hater  supplies 
Mobile  Pood  Shops 


Number  of  Number  of  defects 


visits 

Po'Uid 

Remedied 

57 

10 

10 

47 

4 

4 

6 

2 

2 

56 

171 

15 

15 

197 

28 

28 

5 

53 

3 

3 

55 

10 

10 

61 

195 

48 

50 

12 

12 

36 

4 

4 

79 

8 

8 

30 

14 

14 

6 

1 

1 

106 

16 

16 

92 

25 

24 


Total  visits  of  all  kinds  made  by  the 


Public  Health  liospector  during  the  year 


••  1,444 
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/iTFEITDIX 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1Q61 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Aduinist ration  of  the 
Factories  Act.  ]06i..  


Part  1 of  the  Act 

1 - INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Numbe'f’  of  1 

1 Inspections 

1 Written 

1 Notices 
! 

j Occupiers 
Prosecuted  1 

1 i 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 5,4  and 

6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

ii)  Factories  not  inclu- 
ded in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enfoix;ed 
by  the  Local  Authority 

j 

6 

13 

, 

■ 

! 1 

’ 1 

! 1 

33 

16 

! 1 

- i 

ii)  Other  premises  in  j 

vdiich  Section  7 is  j 

enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (exclu- 
ding out-workers  * 
Premises) 

1 

! 

! 

J 

i 

3 

1 

■ 

1 

Total 
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2 - Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  foimd 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act 
OntT-rork 

(Sections  13S  and  ISi ) 
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